
 
 

Montclair Environmental Commission 

205 Claremont Avenue 

Montclair, NJ 07042 

 

September 14th, 2025 

 

Mayor Susan McCartney 

West Orange Town Council 

West Orange Planning Board 

66 Main Street 

West Orange, NJ 07052 

Dear Mayor McCartney, Members of the West Orange Town Council, and Members of the 

West Orange Planning Board: 

As fellow stewards of the environment in Essex County, the Montclair Environmental 

Commission wishes to make it known that we oppose the development proposed by Garden 

Homes on the 120-acre property at Block 179, Lot 32, known as the West Essex Highlands, for 

the following reasons: 

• 120 acres of intact forest are a critical and irreplaceable part of the Essex County landscape. This 

area significantly increases open space in a region that already suffers from a lack of preserved 

natural land. 

• The forest provides essential ecological benefits, including biodiversity, groundwater recharge, 

clean air, and carbon storage. 

• This forested area supports clean water supplies for many Essex County communities. With the 

interference to clean drinking water that this development may create, local municipalities may 

rely on one another for drinking water during emergencies. This outcome in the West Essex 

Highlands could become a burden for Montclair, as well. 

• Essex County is already navigating increasing flooding and erosion issues at a time when 

infrastructure improvement funding is harder to obtain. This development could put a higher 

price tag on regional solutions to this problem.  

• This forest serves as a major cooling zone, mitigating the urban heat island effect in our area.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

The Montclair Environmental Commissioners: 

 

Suzanne Aptman, Chair 

Keith Brodock, Planning Board Representative 

Mac Carbonell  

Bill Martens, Vice Chair 

Ruchi Misra, Secretary 

Imke Oster 

Gray Russell 

Alison Tribus  

 


