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September 11, 2025

Mayor Susan McCartney

West Orange Town Council

West Orange Planning Board

66 Main Street

West Orange, New Jersey 07052

Dear Mayor McCartney, members of West Orange Town Council and Planning
Board,

On behalf of the Millburn Environmental Commission, | am writing to urge you to
say “No” to the development of the last core forest in the Watchung Mountain
Second Ridge region, and to ensure the permanent preservation of this 120-acre
environmentally sensitive property.

The destruction of this forest and the resulting ecological damage it will cause
cannot be justified by the need to meet affordable housing numbers. Surely, there
exist more appropriate sites in your municipality upon which to build that will not
result in long term negative environmental outcomes such as: increased flooding
and stormwater runoff, loss of protection and filtration of water supplies, loss of
protection for wildlife habitats and species biodiversity, loss of carbon
sequestration, loss of resiliency from climate change impacts, and many more
negative consequences that will not be able to be undone.



You can prevent the far reaching damage that would be caused by the proposed
development of the Watchung Second Ridge Forest. Please say “NO”.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
René Paparian

Chair
Millburn Environmental Commission



