
WE CARE NJ 2025 

SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC TESTIMONY TO THE WEST 
ORANGE PLANNING BOARD ON DECEMBER 10, 2025​
 

●​ Please be aware that you will testify under oath and, in theory, could be subject to 
questions from Planning Board members or even cross-examination by the lawyers 

●​ Please prepare testimony in advance, preferably in a written form that can be 
presented to the Planning Board for the record 

●​ Please try not to suggest that the Board or the mayor is corrupt, under the undue 
influence of the developer, etc. 

●​ If you have a personal story to tell about this proposed development’s potential impact 
on you or your children, please tell it—and being emotional about it is fine 

●​ Here are points that are important to We Care’s case, which you might consider building 
into your testimony if any resonate with you or relate to your personal story: 

o​ The Planning Board should not limit its consideration to whether the application 
conforms to the 2020 inclusionary housing ordinance, but should consider the 
public health, safety and general welfare implications of this proposed 
development; 

o​ The Planning Board should not limit its consideration to the four corners of the 
120-acre WEHI site, but should consider the effects on neighboring areas, 
including areas beyond West Orange, some of which are already adversely 
affected by flooding and road closures; 

o​ The application before the Board does not include many important — and 
required — elements such as: 

▪​ Plans for how to connect potable water, sewage and utility to the 
proposed new development; 

▪​ Plans for a water tower or other mechanism for producing sufficient water 
pressure on the ridgeline to support fire fighting should a fire directly 
affect the proposed Building D or involve adjacent forested areas; 

▪​ An environmental impact statement; 
▪​ A variance for the proposed use of residential building lots on Howell 

Drive as an emergency access road; 
 

▪​ A truly independent expert report about the risks incident to constructing 
Building D within seven feet of the ridgeline of the Second Watchung 
Mountain (the CME engineer’s testimony and responses to 
cross-examination raise serious questions about his objectivity and 
independence; the fact that CME has received contracts from the 
Township of West Orange totaling nearly $1 million since 2021, most of 
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them signed by Mayor Susan McCartney, a strong supporter of this 
application, might have something to do with that) 
 

●​ The Planning Board should give weight to the fact that the overwhelming — really 
unanimous — view of everyone who has spoken out regarding this application 
has been to oppose this development; literally not a single voice has been heard 
in favor of it.  

●​ Those voices in opposition include many residents of West Orange and adjacent or 
nearby towns,  

Resolutions: 

1.    Essex County Commissioner Board RESOLUTION N.J.S.A. 40:41A-38(q) (2025 
September) 

2.    Maplewood Township Resolution (2025 October 7) 

3.    West Orange Env. Commission Resolution (2025 August 13) - Combined with 
Letter below 

4.    Verona Env. Commission RESOLUTION No. 2025-01: (2025 June 11) 

5.    Essex County Env. Commission RESOLUTION (2025 June 2) 

6.    Verona Township RESOLUTION NO. 2024-150 (2024 Sept 29) 

7.    Caldwell Env. Commission RESOLUTION (no date) 

Letters: 

1.​ West Orange Environmental Commission (2025 August 13) - combined with 
Resolution above 

2.​ South Orange Environmental Commission (2025 August 25) 
3.​ Milburn Env. Commission Letter (2025 Sept 11) 
4.​ Montclair Env. Commission Letter (2025 Sept 14) 
5.​ Maplewood Env. Advisory Committee (2025 October 27) 
6.​ West Orange Environmental Commission (2024 July 29)  
7.​ Boswell Engineering For the Township of Verona Sent with Verona Township 

Resolution above (2024 July 26) 
8.​ 39 important regional and statewide environmental and conservation 

organizations and municipalities to the WOPB and WOTC (2025 September 29) 
strongly opposing this development application​
​
Including the municipal governing bodies of Verona and Maplewood, the mayor 
of Essex Fells, the Essex County Board of Commissioners, and the 
environmental commissions of Essex County, West Orange, Verona, Essex Fells, 
Montclair, Maplewood, South Orange, Millburn and Caldwell. In addition, a letter 

https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=2219%7C1765136312036
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=2219%7C1765136312036
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=2220%7C1765137125734
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=1843%7C1756686710570#page=4
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=1833%7C1756681498029
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=1832%7C1756681299413
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=1827%7C1756680294189#page=1
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=1835%7C1756681716188
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=1843%7C1756686710570#page=1
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=1836%7C1756682865524
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=2221%7C1765137281823
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=2222%7C1765137359425
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=2223%7C1765137439257
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=1831%7C1756681122885
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=1827%7C1756680294189#page=2
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=1962%7C1759158144790
https://wecarenj.com/?__wpdm_pdf_viewer=1962%7C1759158144790
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was sent to the WOPB and WOTC strongly opposing this development 
application and signed by 39 important environmental and conservation 
organizations not just in the region, but also statewide. 


